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accreted lands, to an angle point that 
connects to a point on an official cor-
ner of the public land survey system to 
which the accretions belong.

§ 3503.32 How should I describe ac-
quired lands? 

You may describe acquired lands by 
metes and bounds, or you may also use 
the description shown on the deed or 
other document that conveyed title to 
the United States. If you are applying 
for less than the entire tract acquired 
by the United States, describe the land 
using courses and distances tied to a 
point on the boundary of the requested 
tract. Where the acquiring agency as-
signed a tract number to the identical 
tract you wish to permit or lease, you 
may describe those lands by the tract 
number and include a map which clear-
ly shows the lands with respect to the 
administrative unit or the project of 
which they are a part. In States out-
side of the public land survey system, 
you should describe the lands by tract 
number, and include a map.

§ 3503.33 Will BLM issue me a lease for 
unsurveyed lands? 

No. All leased areas must be offi-
cially surveyed to BLM standards. If 
you are applying for a permit or lease 
on unsurveyed or protracted lands, you 
must pay for the survey. If BLM in-
tends to issue a lease by competitive 
bidding, we will pay for surveying the 
lands.

ACREAGE AMOUNTS

§ 3503.36 Are there any size or shape 
limitations on the lands I can apply 
for? 

Generally, a quarter-quarter section, 
a lot or a protraction block is the 
smallest subdivision for which you may 
apply. The lands must be in reasonably 
compact form.

§ 3503.37 Is there a limit to the acreage 
of lands I can hold under permits 
and leases? 

Yes. The limits are summarized in 
the following table:

Commodity 
Maximum acreage 

for a permit or 
lease 

Maximum acreage of permits and leases in any one 
State 

Maximum acreage in per-
mits and leases nationwide 

(a) Phosphate .. 2,560 acres ........... None ................................................................................... 20,480 acres. 
(b) Sodium ....... 2,560 acres ........... 5,120 acres (may be increased to 30,720 acres to facili-

tate an economic mine).
None. 

(c) Potassium .. 2,560 acres ........... 96,000 acres (larger if necessary for extraction of potas-
sium from concentrated brines in connection with an 
existing mining operation).

None. 

(d) Sulphur ...... 640 acres .............. 1,920 acres in 3 leases or permits .................................... None. 
(e) Gilsonite ..... 5,120 acres ........... 7,680 acres ........................................................................ None. 
(f) Hardrock 

Minerals.
2,560 acres ........... 20,480 acres in permits and leases, 10,240 acres in 

leases, but can be increased to 20,480 if needed for 
orderly mine development.

None. 

(g) Asphalt ....... 640 acres .............. 2,560 acres ........................................................................ Only available in Oklahoma. 
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§ 3503.38 How does BLM compute my 
acreage holdings? 

(a) The maximum acreage in any one 
state refers to the acres you hold under 
a permit or lease on either public do-
main lands or acquired lands. Acquired 
lands and public domain lands are 
counted separately, so you may hold up 
to the maximum acreage of each at the 
same time. For example, one person 
could hold 20,000 acres under phosphate 
leases for public domain lands and 
20,000 acres under phosphate leases for 
acquired lands at the same time. 

(b) If your permit or lease is for frac-
tional interest lands, BLM will charge 
your acreage holdings for a share 
which is proportionate to the United 
States’ ownership interest. For exam-
ple, if the United States holds a 25% in-
terest in 200 acres, you will be charged 
with 50 acres (200 × .25). 

(c) BLM will not charge any acreage 
in a future interest lease against your 
acreage limitations until the date the 
permit or lease takes effect. 

(d) If you own stock in a corporation 
or a beneficial interest in an associa-
tion which holds a lease or permit, 
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